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ACTING CHAIRMAN REPORT 

The “Season of Mists and Mellow Fruitfulness” comes in slowly after a long hot summer. Our gardens have suffered as we try to compensate for lack of rain. Conservation is our highest priority every day. As floral designers, we will continue to regularly use oasis? I’m sure we all play our part in these decisions which affect the future of our planet. Decisions which affect every part of our lives. 

Our Clubs, being geographically spread in every direction around the surrounding area of London, creates within itself a logistical conundrum. Another decision to be made………

Where best to hold an event which is easily accessible, cost effective and provides a day of floral entertainment for our members? 

I think yesterday in Upminster at the Windmill Hall, ticked all those boxes. The Area Team come together to host a special day with a spectacular floral demonstration entitled “My Italian Life” by renowned National Demonstrator and International Florist, Ian Lloyd to the delight of over 100 members including visitors from other Areas. We were regaled with his charm, stories, music and techniques which filled the hall with a day of floral magic and wonder. 

We enjoyed a sandwich lunch together and renewed our friendships. I did wonder how the Raffle winners managed to get the enormous floral arrangements home. A huge thankyou and well done to everyone who made the day a success.
 
We now approach our forthcoming Area Council on Saturday 24th October at St Francis Church Hall, West Wycombe, following on from our previous meeting in July at Ruislip. The day will start with the usual Area Council business meeting (abridged) followed by two presentations. 

We will enjoy “Tales of Downton” by National Speaker, Bronda Dossett followed by a demonstration by Kim Zimmerman, International Judge & Teacher, entitled “An Autumnal Gathering”. A sandwich lunch is again provided. 

Also, there will be a mini Competition…”A Cup Full of Joy” which may be brought completed. Don’t miss out on the Vouchers awarded to Prizewinners! The Management Team look forward to welcoming you all. 


 Martyn Best Area Vice Chairman






London and Overseas Area of NAFAS Area Day
(incorporating the Autumn Council Meeting)

St Francis Church Hall, Ravenswood Avenue, West Wickham, BR4 0PW
10.30 am Saturday 24th October 2026
An Autumnal Gathering
A Demonstration by International Demonstrator Kim Zimmerman
Tales from Downton Abbey
Also, a presentation by National Speaker Bronda Dossett
The day to include
Competition – A Cup Full of Charm (may be brought already complete)


10.30 Council Meeting

11.45 Tales from Downton Abbey. A presentation by National Speaker Bronda Dossett 

12.45 Sandwich Lunch (provided) 

1.30 An Autumnal Gathering. Demonstration by International Demonstrator Kim Zimmerman.

Followed by results of the competition ‘A Cup Full of Charm’
Tickets £22 to include sandwich lunch
apply to treasurer@flowerarranginglondon.org.uk Tel 07973 151791
note - there is no charge for attending the Council meeting
It is easy to get to the Hall. 
London mainline stations to East Croydon then the 119 bus to West Wickham High Street 
or London Bridge station to West Wickham train station then a 5-minute walk to the Hall. 
If you prefer to drive, there is a car park opposite the hall (Ringo).

It is a Saturday, so you don’t have to wait until 9.30 to use your freedom pass. Club Members who cannot normally attend because of work commitments will be most welcome.
Competition Schedule:   TITLE: A CUP FULL OF CHARM 
An exhibit to include a cup and saucer. Fresh plant material to predominate.
Space allowed: 34cm wide x 34cm deep. Height optional. May be brought already complete 
First prize - £10 Boots Voucher. Second Prize - £5 Boots voucher. Third Prize—£5 Boots Voucher.
Entry forms from sheilatasker@btinternet.com Tel 07762 351656

Club’s round up

Bromley& District FS are pleased to announce their forthcoming show:

A Window into Autumn – A Flower Arrangement Show

Saturday 31 October 2026
1.30pm – 4.30pm

Refreshments from 2pm
Stalls	– Raffle

United Reformed Church
20 Widmore Road
Bromley, BR1 1RY

Admission:  £2	 	         Prize Giving 4.00pm
Parking: The Glades car park, Bromley
Buses: Stop outside Boots

Contact: 020 8466 1939 or email anne.yolland@outlook.com
www.bromleyfloralsociety.wordpress.com

We are very excited to be holding our annual show again this year. Come and join us to see a wonderful array of floral exhibits.  Tea and cake will be served from 2pm.

The show schedule and entry form are available on our website – please have a look at the class titles and submit your entries ASAP.  Four classes can be made at home and bought along on the day.

Ealing FC

Our September club evening started with Carol and Nasreen, both Ikebana teachers, each producing three wonderful designs from supermarket flowers.  Miraculously they each made three designs for a total of about £10.  Ikebana is obviously the way forward.   After our tea we had a Workshop with a Difference and were entertained with some more Ikebana ideas.  The fun began when each table had to reproduce Scarlett's arrangement. I think there were 8 on the table I was at. We had[image: A bouquet of purple flowers in a vase
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We had three newcomers with us, and I do hope they return for future meetings.  
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Jenni Tranter

Ealing’s Special Festival Edition Newsletter 16th-18th JULY 2026
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Hello Everyone

Did you come to the Flower Festival held in St. Barnabas Church?  If you didn't, I am so sorry as you have missed the Biggest Event Ealing has hosted this year.

It was fantastic. Every placement so very cleverly worked out and all flowers carefully chosen, together with Accessories to depict the Titles; all films either made in Ealing Studios or filmed around Ealing and wider area, such as 'Lavender Hill Mob' or 'Bend it like Beckham'.
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The Festival was opened by Mayor of Ealing, Councillor Faduma Mohamed and the Deputy Lieutenant of Greater London Richard Kornicki who cut the ribbon at 12 noon on Thursday 16th July.[image: A group of women standing in front of a sign
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I made notes for this letter while I was sitting at the History Table on Saturday afternoon, listening to a gentleman playing the piano quietly while people were walking around the Church looking at the arrangements or sitting looking through the Flower Club photo albums while they enjoyed a Cupa with cake, served by Leigh, Karen and members of St [image: A close-up of flowers on a wrist
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Along with Talks by various people, we have had workshops run by Cathy with her paper flowers and Peter with his corsages, I have never seen so many happy faces coming from the Lady Chapel.[image: A screen shot of a person working on a table
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So many people have come through our doors over 3 days. I have spoken to a lot about our Fabulous Club and all the things we get up to and have done in the past 43 years, even a request to join our trip to Winchester – I hope you have booked your place.

Pitshanger Pictures have entertained us over the three days.  We have laughed and cried along with Laurel and [image: A group of people dancing outside

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Hardy, and Charlie Chaplin who, of course, lived in Hanwell for a while.

Our Fabulous Festival was brought to a close by performances from the Bhangra Dancers; such energetic young people. 

Thank you to all those who came and joined us on this Adventure. It has been a long time in the planning, but all the meetings, worries and sleepless nights working out whether what you were planning in your head could be achieved was certainly worth it.

Mary Pearce

Estopona FC

We have five events to share before we go into permanent recess on December 31st 2026 and we do hope you will participate along with us.  In September we are delighted to welcome NAFAS National demonstrator David Thomson back to Estepona Floral Art Society.  We have National demonstrator Jacqui Arnold joining us on October 20th, and Nigel Whyles is returning as our final demonstrator to take us out with the Christmas demonstration on November 17th.  We have two society events planned later in the year. I am leading a fresh wreath making workshop on Tuesday, 1st December at El Paraiso Golf Club. Our final event is the annual Christmas lunch. Tuesday, 8th December at El Paraiso Golf Club. 

Dawn Short, Chairperson


Shenfield FAC

Invite you to “Abba Salute Christmas”
OUR CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR BY David Wright
THURSDAY, 5TH NOVEMBER 2026
AT
SHENFIELD PARISH HALL

DOORS OPEN 7.00 PM: STARTS 8.00PM
Tickets: Members £10/Visitors £20
PLEASE CALL 07985 319187 OR 01277 222353

Forthcoming Event - Ed

There I was playing Scrabble on my phone when a message “pinged in” from Karen Davis James who had seen a forthcoming event at St Martin in the field (Trafalgar Square) that will be of interest to us flower arrangers and one that I had noticed earlier this week.

From 14th to 17th October Judith Blacklock is hosting an exhibition entitled “Flowers to Delight”.  Not only can you visit the church free of charge (donations appreciated) but there are demonstrations running alongside the exhibition (£15 per dem – book in advance). Notice that our very own Mig Kimpton is amongst the arrangers.

I shall certainly go along. The church dates back to Georgian times and has a café in the crypt where I am a frequent visitor.  For more details take a look at their website:
https://www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org/whats-on/flowers-in-the-fields/

********

The 67th Annual General Meeting of NAFAS will take place on Wednesday 14th October at 2pm at the Union Jack Club, Sandell Street, Waterloo, London SE1 8UJ with refreshments being served from 1.30pm.  A Zoom/Teams link will also be posted on the NAFAS website nearer the time.

If any member intends to join the AGM in person, please could you let vanessa@nafas.org.uk know allowing her to monitor attendee numbers.  If, however, you do have any specific questions and are unable to join the meeting, please email them across and Vanessa will ensure they get answered

*******
	
Christine Pearce’s two-minute tip:-

(For those wishing to visit the BAYEUX TAPESTRY on show at British Museum and can’t get tickets or be bothered to queue.)   

If you have been trying unsuccessfully to purchase a ticket to see the original tapestry do go to Reading Museum and see the one produced in the 19th Century.   It is an exact copy of the original apart from four naked people who have been clothed!   

The museum is free to enter but do check the Tapestry room is available when you want to go as they are closing for school parties.   You can pay to join a guided tour if you want.  The rest of the museum is fascinating too and not huge so very manageable in a day.
If you have a Freedom Pass and can get to the Elizabeth Line you can go to Reading for free but do make sure you get the Elizabeth Line not the GWR as you have to pay on that.

Well worth a visit.   I was amazed.



Strawberry Hill House Flower Festival

Visited by Karen Davies James who, at first was unable to get a ticket but writes:

	

	Karen is happy; I did get tickets to the Strawberry Hill House flowers festival after I received a code for a discounted ticket via NAFAS HO so was successful.  What a delight it was. Beautiful venue and unusual show based around theme of parched, so appropriate for describing this summer, my allotment and me. Achieved my 10k step’s goal just wandering the house and gardens for a few hours after a nice cuppa and snack.

The house is attractive unusual, and its history is so interesting, it is well worth a visit even if no event is on.  Walpole's house is in a nice part of London.  Minutes' walk from the overground rail station.  The house was full of people, full of flowers and full of chatter and excitement so i went around a few times.  I hope my photos tell the eclectic story.
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Yan Skates, our NAFAS ambassador, has exhibited there before but this year other names and flower businesses appeared which I am sure we will hear from again in not-too-distant future.

An additional surprise to my visit was that Arthur Parkingson did a talk and demonstrated a flower display with flowers from his garden. He is Interesting yet with simplicity, he is totally off script.  I like that.


******

Karen also sent me some photos she had taken when visiting the “Wild Festival of Flowers and Nature event held at Winchester Cathedral from 15-19th September.

The team, led by Angela Turner a NAFAS demonstrator included breathtaking floral displays and installations inspired by the natural world, created by talented designers, community groups and volunteers with themes of biodiversity, wellbeing, sustainability, climate, creativity and hope.
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CHARITY FLORAL ART DEMONSTRATION

                                           


FESTIVE FLORAL ART DEMONSTRATION
Thursday 17th December, 11am doors open
Cuffley Hall, Maynards Place, Cuffley EN6 4JA


Please join us for a fabulously festive fund raising Floral Art Demonstration and lunch hosted and performed by Gill McGregor. The event is filled with fun, flowers, food and friendship whilst international floral designer, tutor and author Gill McGregor will entertain you whilst sharing her extensive floral art knowledge, expertise and floral arranging tips.

Tickets are £32.50 which includes a lovely buffet lunch after Gill’s entertaining Festive Floral Art Demonstration, plus a chance to win one of Gill’s 17 stunning floral designs, which can take pride of place amongst your Festive Décor. 
Places are limited and available on a first come, first serve basis. 
Doors open at 11am for all to enjoy tea or coffee before the demonstration starts at 11.30am.
To order your tickets please visit the Nightingale website re events https://www.nightingalesupport.org.uk/product/flower-demonstration/
or phone:  020 8366 4333
or email: fiona@nightingalesupport.org.uk
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