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Hello Members
Hello members, and a very warm welcome to our spring issue, where we hope you’ll be cheered by the season of renewal.
With the introduction of British Summer Time and the days getting longer, it lends itself to time to spend in the garden doing all the jobs you put off during the Winter months.

My research on one of the markers of Spring is the little known Pasqueflower, with pretty purple petals, they are confined to a few grassy chalk land areas of the UK.

Pasque is an old French word for Easter, which is roughly when the pasqueflowers, also known as Passiontide Anenomes, tend to bloom.

So let’s continue in enjoying our Flowercraft, and I look forward to seeing you all at our next Area Day at Pinner, with Tea and a Demonstration by Robin White.

Martyn Best - Area Chairman
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Council dates for 2023

Tues 25th April, Wed 19th July, Thurs 21st September

Live AGM 2023: Monday 6th November

Club News

Obituary Gillian King Scott – see obituary that accompanied the January Council minutes.

EVENT IN THE WEST: ‘TEA FOR THREE’

Jacqui Carter and her team have organised this tea party event which will have Robin White as the

demonstrator. It will be held on Thursday, 20 April 2023 in St Luke’s Church Hall in Pinner from 1 

pm and tickets are £20. This event will be well supported by members of Ealing Flower Club, 

Pinner Flower Lovers’ Society and Uxbridge and Ickenham Floral Art Society but other club 

members are most welcome to attend as well.

BREAKTHROUGH FESTIVE GET TOGETHER AND AGM IN JANUARY by Pat Laughton
Usually a demonstration/item of interest is included in our January get together and this year we were introduced by June Garrett into the world of “Steampunk” – a science fiction genre from America inspired by 19th Century Industrial steam powered machinery.

Being a fan of the Cirque Du Soleli, their latest show “Kurios” at the Royal Albert Hall has a “Steampunk” theme and having paid £100 for a ticket for previous shows am very tempted to book.

Below are some photos taken by Myra Lester following June’s talk.  June also told us that a “Steampunk” rally is taking place in Lincoln over the August Bank Holiday.  Knowing the topography of Lincoln (it’s all uphill) I think, for many of us, we might need some of that steam power to get us up to the castle grounds to enjoy the rally!
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	Even clothes ae part of the scene.  June had made this top hat from a flowerpot.  Fans, feathers and small pebble glasses all part of the scene.  Masks are also in vogue – colours, black, gold or metallic create the scene.
	This reminds me of a Heath Robinson set up and love the use of chains and the period lightbulb.  That’s an oil can to the right. Note the way June has blended her bases to match in with the accessories.
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Breakthrough Floral Designers Chair Siân Tribe 

Email siancaroline@googlemail.com : jocelynwright@btinternet.com
As you may know, we are a well-established club that promotes modern designs and techniques of 

flower arranging. We hold five workshops a year and welcome members from Kent and local London boroughs. To enable our workshops to be a positive learning experience, our membership is limited to no more than thirty. 
We are now able to offer a few places to new members. 
We welcome visitors as observers for a nominal fee of £10 but if a particular workshop interests anyone they are welcome to attend as a guest and participate for £30. 

For details contact chair Siân Tribe or Treasurer, Carole Whitehouse.
Jocelyn Wright, Secretary Breakthrough Floral Designers
MULTI DISCIPLINE REFRESHER DAY: ‘LOOKING BACK, MOVING FORWARD’ with 

Valerie Best and Michael Bowyer

Wednesday, 31 May 2023 from 10am to 4pm at Canons Hall, 1-17 Wemborough Road, Stanmore, 

HA7 2DU. Tickets for the day are £35 and £15 for observers and are available from Valerie who 

can be contacted at vab_flowertalkuk@yahoo.co.uk or 02089511756.

ORPINGTON FLORAL ART SOCIETY

Orpington Floral Art Society is hosting an in-house "Welcome Door Ring" workshop

on Saturday 25th November 2023 at

Christ Church Hall, 165 Charterhouse Road, Orpington, BR6 9EP from 11.00am to 3.00pm.

Materials will be provided, but feel free to bring any of your own items which you would like

to incorporate into your ring.

The cost for the day will be £35.

Tea/coffee and biscuits will be available but please bring your own lunch.

If you are interested in joining us for this event, contact Norma Leslie on 0208 467 6213.

or normaleslie@talktalk.net


BREAKING NEWS:  WORKSHOP EVENT IN THE SOUTH

A multi-disciplinary workshop has been arranged for September 23rd 2023 to be held at the Assembly Rooms, Gates Green Road, Coney Hall.  Further details tba.

Enquiries – please contact Sheila Tasker sheilatasker@btinternet.com
ORCHIDS AT ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS, KEW
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	February in Kew Gardens was always a very quiet month and the management decided they needed to attract more visitors.   
In the 1990s they hit on the idea of an Orchid Festival and asked the Surrey Area of NAFAS if they would stage designs in the Little Lily House using predominately orchids.    
The water was drained and the display was mesmerizing.   
This was my first visit to an orchid festival but not to be my last.



The festival was such a success that the venue was moved to the Princess of Wales Conservatory and the work is now done by Kew staff and a large team of volunteers.   I have visited every festival and always enjoyed.   Now the theme is a country and that country support the cost of the festival.   
Over the years the styles have changed with animals fashioned from foliage and films of the making of the displays and this year a film of cooking a Cameroonian dish.
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	I was always pleased when we could enter the conservatory while they were staging especially when I found two men up to their waist in water arranging orchids.  Unfortunately, because of its popularity the conservatory is closed for the staging so these experiences are no longer open to us. 

In 2009 I entered the house in sunshine I spent a good deal of time looking at the displays.   When I came out the whole of Kew was covered in a blanket of snow. 

 Seldom does one have the opportunity to photograph pristine, untrodden snow in a wonderful setting so I took advantage of it and enjoyed this amazing experience.
Now it is essential to book a ticket for the Gardens and the Orchid Festival and I hope we will all be able to enjoy another wonderful experience in February 2024.
by Christine Pearce, Ealing FC




Where do orchids come from? There are species of orchid all over the world these days, but they had to start somewhere before they were carried and planted in all those places. Orchids are native to regions in Asia, Australia, the Himalayas and the Philippines.
Orchids have something of a reputation for being demanding and even downright tricky.  I have had Cymbidiums and even a Vanda orchid in the past but by far the easiest to grow are Phalaenopsis, the moth orchid.  They are epiphytic (means they grow on another plant) and like a humid, light position.  I found my bathroom windowsill ideal, full light but not direct sun.

In the past, having made a great number of wedding bouquets etc., it was always “the thing” for the mothers to have orchid buttonholes that came from market singly in special plastic boxes, but these days orchids are easier to buy commercially, and for a longer season.  Still a delight to the eye.
Ed
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Flower calendar 2023 
Karen listed similar things to do for her diary in 2022 and only missed on one thing that was due to the terrible weather rain and then snow.  When the new year came around, she enjoyed reminiscing to see what things had been crossed off her list and achieved. She says will be lovely in January 2024 and see what memories have been created by some flowers (whether good or disastrous experiences like I will go back there or not again)

Does anyone have a “diary” similar that they could share and inspire for flowery things to do?

January              Glass fusing workshop booked for end of January in East Hannington to make a    glass ornament depicting a flower meadow or cutting garden patch.

February            An alternative bouquet = bouquets on you tube made out of bananas or vegetables - attempted but not “successfully” so want to have another go creating something fun and pleasing

March                Compton Verney gardens and gallery Spectacle of Light near Leamington Spa
April                   Intending to visit the Fan Museum at Greenwich in Spring 202 (Something saw 20 plus years ago and vowed would go back to. It is not open every day, but a delight in London
May                    King Charles III Coronation celebrations = flowers for street party gathering; Gloucester Flower show and evening event; National Florists Day
June                    British flowers week is mid-June so be Cutting flower patch on allotment must be attractive for that and will visit the Garden Museum Lambeth that supports it
July                     Visit Villa D’Este gardens in Rome during summer mini break; Yorkshire Sculpture Park for space and a culture fix
August                While on holiday in Germany, any gardens to visit there other than some sad war cemeteries.
September         Fleur creatif Fleuramour 2023 flower event where international floral designers create amazing displays in Belgium Alden Bilsen commandery. Already have withdrawal symptoms.
October              Halloween workshop acquiring scary ideas (can i do better than last year? Shall i dress up as a Ghost like in Christmas Carol or perhaps i cut myself so have real blood on the table.
November          planning to visit Fleuramour Winter Moments in Brussels Belgium where Fleur Creatif magazine designer contributors share their inspirational winter and Christmas displays
December          A glass of wine at the Churchill Arms pub, Kensington Church Street - the outside is totally covered in Christmas trees and lit up at dark, to get in the Christmas spirit (excuse the pun!)

What for 2024?… like British Museum History in 100 objects, what about  “history in 100 floral objects” is that too big a task, mmm yes might be!

Things to do from Karen Davies James (Woodford and District Floral Arrangement Group)

LONDON AND OVERSEAS AREA OF NAFAS DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2023

This competition is only open to Members of Clubs and Individual members affiliated to the L&O Area of NAFAS
Class 1 – Creative Beauty

A colour image showing a floral design to interpret the title

Class 2 – Glistening Water

A colour image with water as the dominant feature

Class 3 – Royal Splendour

A black and white image of an inspiring building that could be fit for a King

Class 4 – Altered Reality

An image of choice to show imaginative manipulation – original picture to be included

         Class 5 – Happiness and Joy (Novice Class)*

A colour image to interpret the title *Only for those who have never won a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in any Area Photographic Competition

NB prints will not be accepted. DIGITAL IMAGES should be at least 

1 megabyte in size at least 300dpi. The minimum image size is 2500px on the longest side
COMPETITORS MAY ENTER UP TO 3 IMAGES IN EACH CLASS
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES: 31st August 2023

All entries will be displayed at the Area AGM in November winning images will be printed individually
Copyright remains with the entrant of the image

THE JUDGE’S DECISION IS FINAL
*****

All entries, and any queries regarding the competition must be sent by email 

to Pauline Martindale. Competition Secretary at:

nafaslondonphotos@gmail.com
Memory sticks or CD’s will be acceptable and a SAE must be enclosed if they are to be 

returned. These should be sent to:

Pauline Martindale, 139 Millfield Avenue, London E17 5HN

BLOCK LETTERS

Please complete this form and send as attachment with photographs to the 

email address above –

All images to be sent as attachment and not incorporated into email

NAME……………………………………………………………………………......

CLUB………………………………………………………………………………...

ADDRESS…………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………....................................................

.

EMAIL ADDRESS: ::......................................................................................

TEL.NO……………………………..

NUMBER OF ENTRIES:

Class1…… Class 2…… Class 3…… Class 4…… Class 5......

Total number of entries enclosed ………
For full guidelines please contact Pauline – contact details above
1

